
January 2024 
 

PRINCIPAL 
NICASTRO UPDATE 

OUR MISSION IS STUDENT SUCCESS…ACADEMIC,     
ARTISTIC, AND HUMANISTIC 

 

Happy 2024!  It is hard to believe we are almost at the halfway 
point of the school year.  Please read below for information about 
January exams and more! 

 
GOOD NEWS NOTES: 

• Bravo to the cast and crew of Cinderella!  They had a very 
successful run that included two student matinee performances 
for our RCSD Elementary friends and a special preview for 
RCSD Principals. 

 

• Congratulations to our music department who spread holiday 
cheer through music at City Hall, Eastview mall, the Monroe 
County Office Building, and our own Allen Main Stage.  Many 
thanks to the alumni who joined us for ‘Hallelujah”. 

 

• Peyton C. (Viola), Logan R. (Violin), and Charles R. 
(Flute) all attended NYSSMA All State in November. 

 

• 193 students were recognized as SOTA Superstars in  

       December 2023.  These students have grades of a “C “or higher         

       and NO tardies. 

 

 

Saturday & Before & After School Tutoring 

We are offering tutoring sessions  before school, after 

school and on Saturdays from 9an-12pm.  The full sched-

ule of available tutoring sessions is available HERE. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

 

JAN 11: PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES  

                  5-7PM   

SEE GOOGLE CLASSROOM FOR  TEACHER SCHEDULES 

JAN 15:  NO SCHOOL  

               MARTIN LUITHER KING, JR  

 

JAN 23-26: REGENTS EXAM WEEK 

                         SOTA AUDITIONS 

 

JAN 26: MARKING PERIOD 2 ENDS 

 

FEB 9, 10:  ALL IN THE TIMING  7PM 

 

FEB 13: BLACK HISTORY CELEBRATION 
7PM 

 

FEB 16:  BLACK LIVES MATTER DAY 

                   SCHOOL EVENT FOR                  

                  STUDENTS DURING THE DAY 

 

FEB 16, 17:  ALL IN THE TIMING  7PM 

 

FEB 19-23:  WINTER RECESS 

 

 

https://www.rcsdk12.org/Page/18684


School of the Arts (SOTA) is a Rochester 

City School District secondary school 

serving nearly 1,100 students in grades 7 

through 12, and we are located in The 

Neighborhood of the Arts.  

Our students are talented, interested in 

the arts, desire high academic achieve-

ment, and want to develop skills for 

college, career development, and life. 

We provide opportunities for students to 
participate in performances and exhibi-
tions in their field of study. 
 
SOTA offers students the opportunity to 
earn the Certificate of Employability, 
which is endorsed by employers 
throughout Rochester who consider it 
when making hiring decisions. 
 
We have received  the New York State 
Seal of Biliteracy and the New York State 
Seal of Civic Readiness. 
 
Averages 89% daily attendance. 
 
As of the 2020-2021, graduation rate of 

approximately 94%.  

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 

January Regents Exams  

January 23-26 is regents exam week.  7th & 8th graders follow their nor-
mal schedule and 9-12 graders report ONLY for regent exams, lab times, 
midterms, and review classes.   

Please see the full schedule  below. 

January 2024 Regents exams are scheduled as follows:                           

*please note start time 

 

Parent Teacher Conferences 

Parent Teacher conferences are Thursday, January 11th from 5PM to 7PM.  Check Google 
Classroom or contact your student’s teacher for more information on how to sign up for 
conferences. 

 

Promotion and Retention  

Starting this school year, students in grades 7 and 8 who fail two or more subjects will not 
be promoted without a viable plan that shows they can meet grade-level standards. What 
this means is students who do not receive a final average of 65% or higher in their core 
classes (English Language Arts, math, science, and social studies) will be required to at-
tend summer school. 

 

 

 

 

School of the Arts 
Contact Information: 

 
Phone Number:  
585-242-7682 

 
Fax Number: 

 585-256-6580 
 

Questions: 
sotainfo@rcsdk12.org 

 
Website:  

sotarochester.org 
Facebook: RCSDSOTA 

Instagram: @RCSDSOTA 
Twitter: @RCSDSOTA 

 



IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 

Paper Tutoring 

Did you know that Paper Tutoring is available to all students 24 hours a day/ 7 days a 
week?  Students get access to free, unlimited, and 24/7 academic support from fully vetted 
tutors, all from a secure platform. All Paper tutors are experts in their own academic     
areas, and students can get support across 200-plus subjects in four languages.  

 

Cell Phones 

As a reminder, to put the focus on academic achievement, minimize school-time distrac-
tions, and encourage positive communication, cell phones are prohibited throughout the 
SOTA school day .  Students are responsible for placing their phones in their Yondr pouch 
that was provided to them.  Students are also responsible for the maintenance of their 
pouch.  Replacement pouches may be purchased during morning arrival for $10 (CASH 
ONLY).  Failure to comply with school cell phone ;policy will result in parent pick up of 
cell phone. 

 

Outside Food and Drink 

Another reminder that students should finish all outside food and drink before entering 
the building. Additionally, ordering food for  delivery is NOT allowed.   

 

Valentine’s Day 

Valentine’s Day is a regular day of instruction.  To limit distractions  we would like to re-
mind    everyone of our policy on gifts that day.  ALL gifts brought in on Valentine’s day 
(stuffed animals, flowers, balloons, food, etc.) will need to be checked in upon arrival and 
retrieved at dismissal.  Gifts like these have proven to be a distraction during the school 
day.   Students should plan to give presents to each other outside of school hours. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://pages.paper.co/the-parent-guardian-guide-to-implementing-paper

